who had promised. Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the
stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.

These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar,
and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. For people who speak thus make it
clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they
would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore
God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.

L: Thisis the Word of the Lord C: Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel Reading
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 1l 2 -2 @
C: Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

[Jesus] said to his disciples, “Therefore | tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor about
your body, what you will put on. For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. Consider the ravens:
they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more
value are you than the birds! And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? If then
you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? Consider the lilies, how they
grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if
God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more
will he clothe you, O you of little faith! And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be wor-
ried. For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need them. Instead,
seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you.

“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give
to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does

not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

“Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, and be like men who are waiting for their master to come

home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when depe 503 A
he comes and knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake 5(9 5“““ ljUM

when he comes. Truly, | say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them dwceudam‘l?, b(;)
recline at table, and he will come and serve them. If he comes in the second watch, , B

or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! But know this, LI
that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he
would not have left his house to be broken into. You also must be ready, for the
Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to Thee, O Christ!
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elcome! A special warm welcome is extended to our guests and
visitors. May you know the love and mercy of God as we are gath-
ered together in this place to receive His gifts. Please fill out our
Friendship Registry, located in the pew, or sign your name in our
Guest Book located in the entry way of our building. Make sure to introduce your-
self to the pastor, and, as our guest, please do not feel obligated to contribute to
today’s offering.
Rest rooms are located off the hallway to the right as you exit the sanctuary.
The nursery is located through the Fellowship Hall. If you would like to utilize our
nursety, please notify an usher and you will be helped immediately. Hearing assis-
tance devices are available. If you need anything, please speak to an elder or one
of the ushers, who would be happy to help.
Finally, we ask all of our guests to read this brief explanation of Holy Com-
munion:

X X X

Holy Communion is offered in the service.

In addition to wine white grape juice is offered to those participants not
wishing to consume alcohol. In accordance with the teaching of Holy Scripture
and the Lutheran Confessions, we believe and confess that in this Sacrament we
receive the true body and blood of Christ under the forms of bread and wine. Our
gathering at the Table of the Lord is not a mere symbolic eating and drinking. Ra-
ther, in this Holy Meal, all who commune receive the same body and blood given
and shed for us on the cross of Calvary. And so, we believe that, through this
body and blood, we also receive the forgiveness of sins won for us on the cross,
and are nourished and strengthened to live in faithfulness to Christ and his
Word, and in forgiveness and love toward one another.

Receiving the body and blood of Christ together at this Holy Table is con-
fessing that we who receive this Sacrament share this common belief. Such cele-
bration of the Sacrament carries two pastoral concerns:

One: That all communicants understand what God is giving to us in his
Supper. The New Testament speaks of grave harm that will come upon anyone
who does not “discern the Lord’s body” (1 Cor. 11:29). We desire that you re-
ceive this gift to your good and never to your harm.

Two: Each one should be able to examine themselves, lest we contradict
Christ by sinning against him and against his people. In this Sacrament we are
most fully at one with Christ and with one another, and so we should come to
this Table at peace with him and at peace with all our sisters and brothers.

Because communion at the table of our Lord is a confession of faith, we ask
that all visitors and guests who are not members of an LCMS congregation and
who wish to join us in this Sacrament to first speak with an Elder or the Pastor
before communing. If you don’t have the chance to do so before the service,
please feel free to come to the rail, and cross your arms over your chest and Pastor
will be happy to give you a blessing. Pastor will be happy to speak further with
you at any time.

The Old Testament
Lector: Our Old Testament reading is from Genesis 1 5-=61

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear
not, Abram, | am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram
said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for | continue childless, and the
heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “Behold, you
have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my
heir.” And behold, the word of the Lord came to him: “This man shall not
be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” And he brought him
outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are
able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring

be.” And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

L: This is the Word of the Lord! C: Thanks be to God!

The Epistle Reading
Lector: Our Epistle reading is taken from Hebrews 1 1116

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen. For by it the people of old received their commendation. By faith we
understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that
what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.

By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain,
through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by
accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still

speaks. By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and
he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken
he was commended as having pleased God. And without faith it is impossi-
ble to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that
he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. By faith Noah, being
warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear con-
structed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the
world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he
was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he
was going. By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign
land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same prom-
ise. For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose
designer and builder is God. By faith Sarah herself received power to con-
ceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful
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